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pleased to translate you from the family of Satan into the family
of God, and invest you with the privileges of the children of his

family.

2. There is no right praying without faith. For without faith it

is impossible to please God ; and whatever is not of faith is sin.

"We cannot call God Father, nor love or reverence him without
faith : nor can we have any fellowship or communion with him, but
by faith in him as our Father in Christ.

3. Hence see the happiness of the saints in the love of the Father,
who is their Father ; of the Son, who has made them the children of
God

; and of the Holy Spirit, who teaches them to call God their

Father. How happy must those be who are so nearly related to all

the three persons of the adorable Trinity, and are loved by, and
have communion with each of them ! seek above all things to

become the children of God, and ye shall be thus happy

!

4. In no case a child of God is much to be pitied in the

world, as long as he has a Father in heaven, to whom he can have
access by prayer, at all times and in all cases, whether it be in life

or in death, Micah vii. 7- The believer's Father is a very present
help in trouble ; and when all help fails, he will never fail his own
children

; but will sanctify their troubles, be present with them in

their greatest straits and afflictions, support them under them, and
deliver them, as he sees it will be for his own glory, and their good.

! then, let us plead our interest in him as our Father, and engage
his Spirit and presence to be ever with us, in every circumstance of
life, and in the awful scenes of death and the grave, which we
should view, not with terror, but with joy, as the messenger sent to

convey us to the house of our Father which is in heaven.

THE FIRST PETITION.

Matth. vi. 9.

—

Hallowed be thy name.

In the Lord's prayer are six petitions, whereof three are for God's
honour, and the other three for our own good. Those which con-

cern the honour of God take the lead of what concerns our good
;

for it is highly reasonable that the creature's interest vail to God's
interest. The first of these petitions relates to the name of God,
and the hallowing of it, or sanetifyhu/ of it, that is, the glorifying of

it. So the first petition is for the glory of God's name. This is

the first of all put iuto our mouths, because of all things it should

lie nearest our hearts.
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* In discoursing further from this subject, I shall shew,

I. What is meant by the name of God.

II. In what sense God's name is to be hallowed or sanctified.

III. Why halloiued or sanctified, rather than glorified, since it is

evident, that it is the glorifying of his name that is intended.

IV. What is the import of this petition.

Y. Why this is the first petition that is put by our Saviour into

our mouths.

VI. Deduce some inferences.

I. I shall shew, what is meant by the name of God.

1. God himself. So names are put for persons, Rev. iii. 4. ' Thou

hast a few names in Sardis ;' that is, a few persons. And the name

of God is put for God himself, Deut. xxviii. 58.— ' that thou mayst

fear this glorious and fearful name, The Lord thy God.' Accord-

ingly, as we pray here that God's name may be hallowed, or sancti-

fied, so he tells us ' he will be sanctified,' Lev. x. 3.

2. Every thing whereby he makes himself known to his creatures,

Psal. viii. 1. ' Lord our Lord, how excellent is thy name in all

the earth !' These are his names, Jehovah, I am, &c. though there

is no word sufficient fully to express what he is ; therefore his name

is secret, wonderful, or incomprehensible, Jud. xiii. 18. His titles
;

Old Testament titles, as ' Hearer of prayer ;' New Testament ones,

as, ' The God of peace, the God of patience and consolation,' Rom.

xv. 33, 5. His attributes or perfections, Exod. xxxiv. 5. His word

and ordinances, Psal. cxlvii. 19, 20. and his works, Job xxxvi. 14.

In a special manner, Jesus Christ, by whom, and through whom, and

in whom God manifests himself to us, John i. 18. And God's name

is in him. But of the various senses in which the name of God is

taken, I spoke more largely in the exposition of the third command-

ment.

II. I am to shew in what sense God's name is to be hallowed, or

sanctified.

1. Not effectively, by making holy. 'Holy is his name.' He is

infinitely holy, and cannot be made more holy. Whatever he is,

whatever he says, whatever he does, is perfectly holy, and cannot be

made more so, 1 John i. 5. Indeed he sanctifies his creatures by

making them holy ; but himself is originally and eternally holy, in-

capable of any addition.

2. But manifestly and declaratively, viz. when the holiness of his

name is manifested, declared, shewn, and acknowledged, Isa. xxix.

23. ' They shall sanctify my name.' The holy name, in the dark

parts of the earth, and in the dark men of the earth, is a candle

under a bushel ; it has a glorious light, but it is not seen : the
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bushel being removed, and the splendour breaking forth to open
view, it is hallowed : men then shew, declare, and acknowledge it.

III. I come to shew, why God's name is said to be hallowed, or

sanctified, rather than glorified, since it is evident that it is the glo-

rifying his name that is intended.

1. Because God's holiness is his glory in a peculiar manner, Exod.
xv. 11.—'Glorious in holiness.' It is the glory of all his other at-

tributes
; it is the beauty of them all, and of every one of them. It

is an universal attribute which runs through all the other. It is

that vein of infinite purity, that goes through the several letters of
his name, and makes them shine in glory. Wherein lies the glory
of God's wisdom, power, mercy, &c. Why, it is in this, that his

infinite wisdom is holy wisdom, his infinite power is holy power, &c.
It is observed, that above thirty times in scripture God is called

The holy One. And when the angels would pick out an attribute to

glorify God most by, it is that of his holiness, Isa. vi. 3.

2. Because it is the manifesting of his holiness, in the communi-
cating of it to the creature, that brings in the greatest revenue of
glory from the creature to God. The truth is, none are fit to glo-

rify him but those who are holy, 1 Pet. ii. 9. God stamps the image
of his power and sovereign dominion upon one man, and sets him
upon a throne; hence the phrase, Ye are gods. He stamps the
image of his holiness on another, and sets him on a dunghill. I say,

God's name is more glorified by the holy poor man, than by the un-
holy monarch. The unholy man may glorify God passively, but the
holy man glorifies him actively. And in no other way can God be
actively glorified, but by the creature's first receiving a stamp and
impression of his holiness on the heart.

IV. I proceed to shew, what is the import of this petition.

To clear this, consider that God's name is hallowed two ways.
1. By himself, manifesting the glory of his own holy name.

And this he doth in all the discoveries which he makes of himself
to his creatures.

2. By his creatures, they contributing to his glory, by shewing
forth his praise, and declaring the glory of his name. So we pray
in this petition,

1st. That God would, by his over-ruling providence, hallow his

own name, and glorify himself, John xii. 28. The sins of men and
devils are opposite to the honour of his name ; the children of God
in this petition put it into his own hands, to cause it shine forth
notwithstanding, to dispose all things to his glory. Which may be
taken up in three things.

(1.) That he would make the honour of his name to break
2 o 2
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through all impediments in the way of it, laid by men or devils,

Psal. lxxix. 9. ' Help us, God of our salvation, for the glory of

thy name,' says the church ; that he would drive his triumphal cha-

riot over all the opposition made to it in the world, and appear

unto men in his majesty and glory.

(2.) That he would make the honour of his name break forth

from these impediments themselves, over-ruling the dishonour done

to his name, to his honour, so bringing meat out of the eater, and

sweetness out of the strong. This he will do, Psal. lxxvi. 10.

' Surely the wrath of man shall praise thee.' And this his people

pray for, Psal. lxxxiii. 17, 18. 'Let them be confounded and

troubled for ever, yea, let them be put to shame and perish : that

men may know, that thou, whose name alone is JEHOVAH, art the

Most High over all the earth.'

(3.) That God would remove all these impediments, and shove off

all the rubbish which the sins of men and devils have cast upon the

honour of his name, that it may shine forth for ever without let or

hinderance. And so it looks as far as the accomplishment of that

passage, Rev. xx. 14. ' And death and hell were cast into the lake

of fire.'

Idly, That God would, by his powerful grace, cause the sons of

men, ourselves and others, to glorify him and hallow his name : q. d.

Let thy name be hallowed by us. This supposes,

(1.) That it is our duty to glorify God, 1 Cor. x. 31.—' Whether

therefore ye eat or drink, or whatsoever ye do, do all to the glory

of God.' It is our main duty, and the chief work we have to do in

the world. And whoso neglect it, are useless in the world: for

their main work is neglected. They answer not the end of their

creation.

(2.) That we cannot of ourselves do it, 2 Cor. iii. 5.—' "We are

not sufficient of ourselves to think any thing as of ourselves; but

our sufficiency is of God.' We are weak and powerless, and so un-

fit for it ; we are perverse and selfish, and so unwilling to it. Our

strength for it is in God himself.

(3.) That God can fit and dispose us for it, Phil. iv. 13. ' I can do

all things,' says the apostle, ' through Christ which strengthened

me.' Grace can make us both able and willing. There is no per-

son in any station whatsoever, but free grace can make of them

happy instruments for honouring his name ; which should be a

powerful motive to induce us to pray fervently for it, otherwise we
will never actively glorify him.

Therefore we pray here, that grace may be bestowed on ourselves

and others, whereby we and they may glorify him, which is the

loading duty we have to mind in this world and that,
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[1.] Internally, by knowing, acknowledging, and highly esteem-

ing him, his names, titles, attributes, ordinances, words, and works,

and so every thing whereby he makes himself known, Psal. lxxvii.

2, 3. This is to hallow that name in our hearts.

[2.] Externally, in our words and actions, speaking and living to

his praise, Phil. i. 11. ' Being filled with the fruits of righteousness,

which are by Jesus Christ, unto the glory and praise of God.

V. "Why is this petition put by our Saviour first into our

mouths ? The reason is, because the glory of God or honour of his

name, is the chief end of our being, and of all others. And there-

fore it should lie nearest our hearts, Rom. xi. 36. ' For of him, and

through him and to him are all things. To whom be glory for ever.'

God's glory is his own end in all his works, and it ought to be ours.

We can no other way approve ourselves to him.

I shall conclude with some inferences.

Inf. 1. The dishonour done to God, by one's own sin and the sins

of others, must needs go near the heart of a saint, Psal. li. 4.

' Against thee, thee only have I sinned,' says David, ' and done this

evil in thy sight.' And again, Psal. cxix. 136. ' Rivers of waters

run down mine eyes ; because they kept not thy law.' And to be

grieved for our own loss of sins, and not for the dishonour done to

God thereby ; and to be unconcerned at the dishonour of God in the

world by others, does not look like the disposition of a child of the

family of heaven.

2. Habitual profaners of that holy name are none of the children

of God, whose main care is to get that name hallowed. And how

many such profaners of the sacred name of God are to be found iu

our day ! They are so far from making conscience of hallowing

that dreadful and fearful name, that they are daily employed in

dishonouring it by the most horrid oaths and imprecations, and

pouring upon it all the contempt they can, in open violation of the

third commandment. How many do profane it by Atheism, Sab-

bath-breaking, uncleanness, perjury, intemperance, injustice, op-

pression, lying, stealing, backbiting, and other gross abominations,

as if they had sold themselves to commit open hostilities against

the King of heaven and run desperately upon the thick bosses of

his buckler ! They wear the devil's mark on their foreheads, and

openly declare to the world, that they are none of God's children.

3. Holiness is the creature's glory, and its greatest glory, for it is

God's glory ; and therefore unholiness is its disgrace and dishonour.

Ah ! unholy sinners, ye have lost your glory ; sin has disgraced

you, and made you contemptible to God and all his holy family.

seek to be sanctified by the Holy Spirit of Christ, that so you may
2 o3
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recover your forfeited glory, and no more lie under disgrace. It is

only the saints that are the most excellent in the earth. Seek ye to

be like them, by having the image of God drawn on your hearts,

and walking holily as God is holy.

4. It is not the language of a child of God to say, ' Am I my
brother's keeper ?' as wicked Cain did : what is my business how

such an one live or die ? Why truly, if thou belongest to God, it

will be matter of thy hearty concern and prayer, that God may be

honoured by others as well as by thyself. Without this concern a

man cannot be a Christian ; he is not a child of God ; for every

true believer ardently wishes and prays that God may be glorified

;

and as far as his power, authority, influence, and example, can

reach, he will use his utmost endeavours to induce others to glorify

the name of his God. Were it in his power, he would leave no

means uuessayed to engage the whole world in this delightful work,

that ' songs might be heard from the uttermost parts of the earth,

even glory to the righteous.'

5. It is the disposition of a child of God, to submit his lot and

condition in the world to the Lord, to be cut and carved as may
serve his glory. Without this one cannot be a child of God. For

it is inseparable from the character of such an one, in whatever

state he is, therewith to be content. Hence the apostle Paul could

say, ' As alway, so now also, Christ shall be magnified in my body,

whether it be by life or by death,' Phil. i. 20.

6. It is the duty of all men to sanctify the holy name of God, to

reverence, adore and honour it, in their hearts, lips, and lives. !

let us then be excited to the practice of this duty, considering that

it is the end for which God gave us a being ; that if we do not hal-

low it, we contradict this very petition, praying for a thing we have

no mind to comply with ; that if we live in the neglect of this duty,

God will get honour to himself by inflicting heavy judgments upon

us in this life, and by making us eternal monuments of his ven-

geance in the next ; that when we come to encounter with the king

of terrors, it will tend to sweeten the awful prospect, that we have

made it our business to glorify the name of God ; that we will loose

nothing, but be great gainers, by honouring the name of the Lord
;

for they that do so shall be reckoned among his jewels, and be a

royal diadem in the Lord's hand ; they shall be happy in death, and

be safely conveyed to Immaniicrs land where glory dwells. Let us

then make it the principal business of our lives to glorify God, that

so we may come to enjoy him for ever.




